
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



July 29, 1904 



1534 



HONDURAS. 

Report from Ceiba, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eobertson reports as follows: Week ended 
July 9, 1904. Present officially estimated population, about 4,000; 
2 deaths; prevailing diseases, malarial; general sanitary condition of 
this port and the surrounding country during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the folio wing- named vessels: 



Date. 


Vessel. 


Number 
of crew. 


Number ol 

passengers 

from this 

port. 


Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 


Pieces of 

baggage 

disinfected. 


July 8 




30 

8 














9 


Caribll 












Report from Puerto Cortez, fruit port. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Carter reports as follows: Week ended 
July 12, 1904. Present officially estimated population, 2,125; 1 death; 
prevailing diseases, malarial fever of mild type and intestinal diseases; 
general sanitary condition of this port and the surrounding country 
during the week, good. 

Bills of health were issued to the following-named vessels: 



Date. 



Vessel. 



Number 
of crew. 



Number of 

passengers 

from this 

port. 



Number of 
passengers 
in transit. 



Pieces of 

baggage 

disinfected. 



July 



Anselm.. 
Managua 
(Jyller . . . 
Hiram . . . 
Helen . . . 



Number of aliens sailing from this port during week, 1. 



INDIA. 



Report from Bombay — Cholera, plague, and smallpox — Tetanus infec- 
tion after inoculation against plague. 



Acting Asst. Surg. Edward H. Hume reports, June 18, as follows: 
Transactions accidentally omitted from last report (see Public Health 
Eeports, July 15, 1904, page 1424). Under date of June 4, 1904, san- 
itary certificate No. 55 (consular invoice No. 157 of 1904) was issued 
for a shipment of 106 casks of goatskins, consigned by Maxklein, 
Bombay, to G. Amsinck & Co., of New York City. The skins were 
salt cured and packed in salt. 
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Mortality of Bombay City, week ended June 14- 



Average 
in 5 pre- 
vious 
years. 



Plague attacks [ 67 

Plague deaths [ 63 

Plague mortality, per 1,000 4.22 

Smallpox deaths 15 

Cholera deaths 2 

Total deaths a5l2 

Total mortality, per 1,000 34.30 



186 
12.46 

27 

15 

735 

48.11 



a This total includes 9 deaths among the pilgrims. 
Cholera declared not epidemic during the week ended June 14, 1904- 

The board of health is of opinion that cholera was not epidemic 
during the week on the following grounds: The attacks reported were 
only 3 and the deaths 2 during the week. The disease does not show 
a tendency to increase, and is not confined to any particular quarter of 
the town or to any particular class of the population, and it has no 
direct local connection with the harbor. 

The deaths from cholera occurred in the district known as Khet- 
wadi, which has a population of 27,160. 

With regard to the death of Captain Moore, of the Indian Medical 
Service, which I reported in my letter of June 4 as having occurred 
from plague, I said at that time that I had not then been informed 
whether the patient had ever been inoculated with Haffkine's prophy- 
lactic. I have since heard from the assistant surgeon on duty in St. 
George's Hospital, where the death occurred, that as far as he could 
learn Captain Moore had never been inoculated against plague. 

Tetanus infection after inoculation against plague. 

I have referred previously to the accident which occurred in the 
Punjab a year and a half ago, when several persons died of tetanus 
after inoculation against plague. The following statement has been 
published by the Plague Research Laboratory in Bombay: 

It was when using the material prepared in September-October, 1902, that 19 
cases of tetanus occurred in the village of Malkowal, in the Punjab. Some 120,000 
other people had by that time been inoculated with the same material, and the 
reports submitted from the Punjab and the rest of the country testified to the harm- 
lessness as well as the effective immunizing properties of that material. The mor- 
tality from plague amongst those inoculated was reduced to a fraction of what it was 
amongst the noninoculated. It is known that a very minute quantity of contami- 
nated matter is required to cause tetanus. A surgical instrument, scrupulously clean — 
i. e., containing no visible impurity of any kind — may cause the disease if not pre- 
liminarily sterilized. * * * The material used at Malkowal might have become 
contaminated either at the laboratory or elsewhere. The following facts were against 
the admission that the tetanus germs had got into the prophylactic fluid in Bombay: 

1. The cases of tetanus occurred in persons inoculated from a bottle belonging to 
brew 53 N., of September 19, 1902. This bottle fonned one of five filled from the 
same brew flask No. 53 N. That the brew was not contaminated was proved by the 
persons who were inoculated, at other places, from the remaining four bottles, having 
had no tetanus. 

2. A fluid in which tetanus germs have gained entrance and lived for some time 
gives out a foul odor, which is perceived at a distance by bystanders when the vessel 
is unstoppered. The inoculators had no instructions to test bottles by smelling, but 
many of them did so. On this occasion, at Malkowal, the bottle when opened for 
inoculation, six weeks after it had been prepared in the laboratory, was smelt and 
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no odor was found in it. A fortnight after the bottle was used it was again examined 
and by that time a smell had developed in the remnants of the fluid. The microbe 
of tetanus was also found in it then, in symbiosis with a micrococcus. 

3. In the course of the above large operations in the Punjab, tetanus also occurred 
elsewhere than in Malkowal, but investigation showed clearly that the cause could 
not be imputed to the laboratory, and it was not so imputed. 

The Malkowal occurrence did not, fortunately, diminish the indents made on the 
laboratory for prophylactic fluid from provinces outside the Punjab. During the 
nine months of the present working year, 1903-4, i. e., the year following the Mal- 
kowal occurrence, the indents on the laboratory from places outside the Punjab 
amounted to 150,612 doses as against 107,652 doses during the same nine months of 
the year preceding that occurrence. 

Report from Calcutta — Cholera and plague mortality. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Eakins reports, June 23, as follows: 

During the week ended June 18 there were 31 deaths from plague 
and 9 from cholera in Calcutta. In Bengal, for the week ended June 
11, there were 203 cases of, and 169 deaths from, plague. 

In India, during the week ended June 4, there were 15,690 cases of 
and 13,770 deaths from, plague. 

There were no transactions at this port during the week ended June 
18, 1904. 

ITALY. 

Report from Naples — Prevalence of smallpox in Italy — Yaccination of 

emigrants required. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Eager reports, July 6, as follows: 
Owing to an important question raised regarding the vaccination of 
emigrants previous to embarkment, it was necessary for me to go to 
Rome for one day in order to obtain precise information as to the 
prevalence of smallpox in Italy. At Naples the inspector of emigra- 
tion contended that there were not data showing that smallpox is 
prevalent in Italy to a sufficient degree to warrant vaccination prior 
to embarkment. At Messina the same question was raised by one of 
the steamship companies. 

The director-general of public health, Professor Santoliquido, 
informed me that it may be considered that smallpox prevails through- 
out Italy, although exact and prompt returns are difficult to obtain. 
On this information I have insisted on the vaccination of all emigrants 
prior to embarkment. 

JAPAN. 

Report from Yokohama — Inspection of vessels — Smallpox — Origin of 
plague infection in rats at Tokyo. 

Assistant Surgeon Moore reports, June 25, as follows: 
During the week ended June IS, 1904, 3 vessels having an aggregate 
personnel of 442 crew and 1,449 passengers were inspected. 

Reports of infectious diseases in Yokohama have been received as 
follows: For the week ended June 11, 1904: Diphtheria, 2 cases, no 
deaths. For the week ended June 18: Smallpox, 1 case, no death; 
enteric fever, 1 case, no death; diphtheria, 6 cases, 1 death; dysentery, 
1 case, no death. The case of smallpox and another case of the same 
disease reported at a previous date are the only instances of grave 



